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1>
Notes from the Last Meeting! 




By James (MØZZO

The previous meeting (on 27th January) was held at St Helena School.  James M0ZZO Chaired a discussion on the much talked about ofcom document regarding the future of the radio spectrum and how it may affect amateur radio in the near future.

There were 3 principle speakers; Alan G0JKG, Frank G3FIJ and Jonathan G0DVJ.  There were quite a few good points raised and the consensus appeared to be that Amateur radio should continue to be controlled in some way so that not just anyone could simply buy equipment and transmit on the amateur bands without some form of training.

It was agreed that the Club Secretary Frank G3FIJ would send in the formal response to ofcom and the text of this is published below.

Following that is the text of a document written and referred to By Alan G0HKG during the discussion.

Alan has also made the following comments which could be used in any lobbying we have to carry out in the future.

“Why should UK Amateur Radio become substandard in comparison with Worldwide Amateur Radio – ITV expect call signs and Licences.”

“Duke of Edinburgh will be most displeased.”

“Would Bob Russel (Colchester MP) or others be interested take up the cause and face this Quango to make proper provision?  Could HRH make an improper royal comment?”

“Could Ofcom be vulnerable in an Election Year?  Who do we know who carries some weight politically?”

2>
Response to ofcom.





From Frank (G3FIJ)

COLCHESTER RADIO AMATEURS was set up in 1963 by Marconi Apprentices in training at the North East Essex Technical College, now the Colchester Institute. The College commenced training for the City and Guilds Radio Amateurs Examination in 1956 and many candidates joined the group bringing the current membership to over 100. CRA is affiliated to the Radio Society of Great Britain and is a supporter of the Society's activities including contesting and training for the Foundation and Intermediate Licences. The Club meets regularly every two weeks and at our last meeting there was a wide ranging discussion on the OFCOM Consultation Paper, The Spectrum Framework Review, when about 40 members were present. All members had been briefed in an earlier newsletter which included a summary of the Consultation Paper. Arising from this discussion it was agreed that the Club should respond and comment on the issues raised in the Paper relating to Amateur Radio.

Members considered the options of "Command and Control", "Market Forces" and "Licence Exempt" and while many wished to continue with the present arrangements under "Command and Control" it seemed more likely that "Licence Exempt" would be the outcome of the proposed development of OFCOM as a light touch Regulator. Although "Licence Exempt" suggests a category with few rules, open access and no requirement to show a minimum level of competence, to maintain the Amateur Radio Service as a respected and essential contributor to the Community the meeting was emphatic that it was necessary to have a clear framework for the activity and a responsible organization to lead it. Members present agreed unanimously that the continuation of a self-trained, highly skilled force of operators and technicians must be maintained to ensure it's availability to the Community and the Nation whenever it may be required. Radio Amateurs have made and continue to make significant contributions to the general fund of knowledge in areas such as radio propagation, electronics, space communication, etc and the profile and status of a future organisation must be structured to maintain this. A number of more detailed issues were raised, including the issue of unique callsigns, procedures for dealing with interference and formalising the legal position of the lead organisation and if s funding. These points will be considered again in the light of the outcome of The Spectrum Review.

3>
Additional Information from Alan G0HKG  


From Alan (GØHKG)
With reference to Ofcom Spectrum Review Page 28, Para.3. Aeronautical and Maritime Licences etc.

This paragraph gives a clear definition of the structure and scope of Licences issued by the International Telegraphic Union for Aeronautical & Maritime purposes. All safeguarding public safety. Radio Communication has no respect for international boundaries hence the International Telegraph Union is the ultimate authority.

The Amateur Service is also a special case and has always provided emergency communication services at short notice in the event of a national disaster e.g. the Lockerbie air crash in the UK and countless other instances including the present

'Tsunami' disaster in SE Asia.

Experienced Amateur operators are able to provide the Radio Amateur Emergency Service (RAENET) as defined in the terms of the Amateur Licence. It must be understood that national services i.e. police, Fire & Rescue and Ambulance, have communication systems that are barely adequate for their own use, Amateurs provide links with Control centres etc.

It is regrettable that Ofcom did not choose to write Para.4.about Amateur Licences in the _style of Par_.3. Para.4. fails to give a fair summary of the Amateur Radio Service. This may have been due to the connotation of the words 'Amateur' and 'Hobby' suggesting Amateur Radio might be thought to be of lesser importance and similar to CB Radio. This is untrue and needs correction to read as follows = .

AMATEUR LICENCES = The spectrum for Amateur Radio use is internationally harmonised and the technology which can be used is specified by international agreement.

The International Telegraph Union requires that a licence be issued to users with a unique callsign allocated and registered.  The Amateur Licence is granted for the purpose of self training in Radio communication.

Operators must hold an Amateur Radio Certificate in order to operate at various levels as part of the training requirement. Licensees are required to comply with relevant provisions of the Telecommunication Convention.

SOLUTION - There should be a new qualification known as the Amateur Radio Operating Certificate with practical basic training in Radio Operating. Syllabus to include proven understanding of Power levels, Antenna matching, Interference and Band plans. A two stage licence - Basic and Full will suffice, with testing by Clubs using A Licensees as mentors. Candidates will have hands on training and complete a Logbook for contacts and a task list. Register with R.S.G.B for book and c/sign. e.g.
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On behalf of the CRA Chairman and Committee may we wish you and your families/friends a very happy, healthy New Year.
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